
Executive Summary:
The biggest story of the week landed on May 12 itself :  Google ran
The Android Show: I /O Edit ion as a standalone pre-keynote event,
using it  to lay out the fu l l  Android XR ecosystem roadmap —
confirming Samsung Galaxy Glasses (J in ju )  for 2026, XREAL Project
Aura as the premium Android XR device,  and Gucci  as a luxury 2027
partner.

 Business Activities:
The Android Show — Samsung & XREAL Take Centre Stage (May
12)  — Google confirmed Samsung is working with Gentle Monster
(South Korea)  and Warby Parker to design the f irst consumer
Android XR glasses.  Samsung's Galaxy Glasses,  codenamed Jin ju ,
are expected to launch in 2026 as audio-only AI  g lasses pr iced
between $379 and $499. 
Meta Connect 2026 — September 23–24 Confirmed — Meta
confirmed Connect 2026 for September 23–24, with CEO
Zuckerberg teasing new smart glasses in a scratched-out
prototype photo on socia l  media.  The event wi l l  focus on "the
latest in VR, wearables,  metaverse,  and AI . "  Meta CTO Andrew
Bosworth confirmed Quest 4 is  st i l l  in  development and coming.
Gentle Monster (South Korea)  — The Fashion Partner That
Changes Everything — Gentle Monster 's confirmed role as a
Samsung Android XR glasses design partner — for both the 2026
Jin ju and potentia l ly future devices — gives Google 's p latform
genuine fashion credibi l ity in APAC markets.
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Technology Updates:
Gemini  Intel l igence — The AI  Layer Across Al l  Android XR
Devices — Google announced Gemini  Intel l igence at The Android
Show as a new system-level  AI  layer running across Android,
Wear OS, Android Auto,  and Android XR — moving Gemini  from a
feature to foundational  infrastructure.  For APAC developers
bui ld ing on Samsung Galaxy XR or Project Aura.
 Samsung Galaxy XR — Three New Software Features — The
Android Show confirmed three notable updates for the Galaxy
XR headset:  PC Connect for wireless ly l ink ing Windows PCs to
the headset for spatia l  desktop use,  Travel  Mode for stable
viewing on planes,  and L ikeness.

Market Trends & Statistics:
Android XR went from concept to developer preview in under a
year,  with f ive hardware partners confirmed and developer tools
now shipping.  Google has cal led 2026 "one of the biggest years
for Android yet. "  Aot-portal
Meta's Q1 2026 spending reached $33 bi l l ion — up 35% year on
year — signal l ing that despite smart glasses momentum, the
company is not s lowing its broader XR investment ahead of
Connect in September.

Community Pulse:
The mood this week is  the most charged it 's  been al l  year — and
it 's  specif ical ly pointed at tomorrow. Google I /O is expected to
dominate the XR keynote with new hardware partners,  Gemini
integration updates,  and at least f ive Android XR devices
confirmed for 2026 launch.

This report h ighl ights the dynamic landscape of XR developments in
the APAC region,  focusing on business activ it ies,  market trends,  and
technological  advancements.
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